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Carols on the Steps 
Carols on the Steps was launched four years ago. It was the vision and work of Jinny Patrick, a 
development of her Christmas Xtravaganza vision. Over the years the Xtravaganza has attracted 
thousands of people into our building to hear and see the Christmas message. Carols on the Steps 
was designed to take the message out beyond the confines of the auditorium onto Queen Street. 
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This year it was supported 
by the Blessing Bomb, a 
sum of $500 from the sale 
of entertainment books by 
Anna Lee, which was used 
to provide sausages for a 
barbecue, a bouncy castle 
and fliers for distribution 
during the week preceding 
which advertized Carols on 
the Steps (8 pm to midnight, 
Friday 19 December), the 
Christmas Eve services (8 pm 
and 11 p m , again this year on 
24 December) and Christmas 
day (9.30 am, on 25 December 
once again). Cafe-style 
covered tables with chairs 
added to the appeal, the 
whole scene being bathed in 
light by the lit Christmas tree and the special floods. Our much-photographed Nativity figures 
reverently flanked the podium. (Unfortunately Mary's baby had been stolen yet again.) 

There were three choirs, each singing for about an hour. The first choir had 40 people from the 
Tab. The second was comprised of about 40 mainly from our Chinese congregation, and the late 
shift choir comprised about 20. The total number of singers was about 100, a huge team effort. 
Again the choirs were backed by Legacy, the Dougherty family band, whose lively sound kept the 
programme upbeat and fun. Choir members and other workers came from every segment of the 
church, a statement of unity for which we should be thankful. Some including many from our 
Youth Group distributed cookies and texts, and others stood around on the footpath deftly adding 
to the numbers. Special thanks to John Catmur who did most of the planning and organizing. 
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Board, December 2008 
Following the BU Review and in the light of recommendations made, the Church Board sought wider representation, in particular 
representatives from each of the congregations including Global, and the Tabernacle Trust, the Morning Congregation worship 
teams, etc. The Elders agreed to ask each group to nominate a Deacon from among their number. A letter written on their behalf 
by the Senior Pastor and signed by one of the elders Dr Benjamin, drew a good response. On Sunday 30 November the expanded 
Board was commissioned during the morning service. Elders: Tony Tay, Geoff Duffy, Nigel Fitch, Benji Benjamin, Graeme Smith 
and Grant Stevens. Deacons: Jessica Long, Blair Rogers, Elaine Clarke, Judith Ofsoske, Peter Keegan, Cherrie-Ann Mountford, Joan 
Townend. Pastors: John Catmur, Peter Hart, Mike van der Vlugt and Bruce Patrick. The first meeting of the new Board was on 
Tuesday 9 December, an excellent meeting which started with strawberries and ice cream, as is our December custom. 

Bruce suggested we must see the spiritual 
behind the mundane. The Holy Spirit is 
at work. 

It was agreed meetings would not be 
audiotaped but that our reliance should 
be placed on the minute taker for accurate 
recording and people present to check 
them. Later in the meeting a motion 
of confidence and thanks to Juliana as 
(minute-taker for the last six years) was 
moved and approved with acclamation. 
Concern was expressed that some had 
indicated they would not attend Church 
Meetings in future because of the 
behaviour of several members in recent 
meetings. A long discussion ensued on 
how detailed or how brief minutes ought 
to be. An evening is being planned in late 
January for Board, Staff and Trustees. 

Financial Report 
Jessica reported that we have a surplus of 
approx. $5,000. A/Ps have increased so 
hopefully January giving will not dip as 
much as in previous years. Attendance 
has remained stable: figures for 2008 show 
that despite the numerous challenges that 
have affected us this year, attendances 
have remained consistent with 2007 levels. 
New signatories were agreed. 

Property Report 
Painting quotes for exterior window 
frames still to come in. Once in, work 
will commence. 

Church/Trust Liaison 
Misplaced kerbstone at driveway entrance 
being reviewed with Council engineers 
by Michael Jones. (City Councilor Ken 
Baguley, Traffic Safety overseer for the 
Queen Street Upgrade project who was 
present at an infant dedication at the Tab 
recentiy, is kindly assisting.) Remedial 
work has not solved all leaks into offices. 
Several Hostel rooms need aircon. 
EFTPOS machine will no longer have 
credit card capability, as this is almost 
unused. 

Hostel Board Report 
Hostel not fully occupied for 2009, with 
6-9 places remaining unfilled. 

BU Review Recommendations 
Special church meeting to approve 
minutes of previous meetings and to 
discuss BU Review Recommendations, 
on 12 December. 

Aotea Market in Tab Plaza 
After considering the practical issues 
involved and comments from members, 
it was agreed not to have Aotea market 
at the Tab Plaza, and that all engaged in 
negotiations be thanked, especially John 
Catmur. 

Senior Pastor's Report 
The list of elders from 1993 to the present 
shows a high level of stability apart from 
2005. current. Most elders have left for 
reasons of work and other pressures. 
Bruce apologized to elders and Board for 
an email slip when elders' notes went to 
all Board members. Seeking leadership 
for Fuel (intermediates) and Youth. A 
meeting of youth group, leaders and 

parents is to be held on Wednesday 17 
December. Peter Harts new role as 
Morning Congregation Pastor is being 
clarified. Board's Biblical protocols 
(emailed earlier) were highlighted, noting 
that the elders had not in fact formally 
accepted these despite that announcement 
in the Newsletter recently. Each Board 
member has a portfolio. Geoff Duffy 
encouraged Board members to be creative 
and proactive in building up the church. 

The Senior Pastor observed that this had 
been a very good meeting with full and 
free participation, open discussion and a 
good spirit, as were most Board meetings 
over many years, and he thanked Board 
members especially newcomers. The 
meeting closed with prayer. 

Resignation 
Senior Pastor Bruce Patrick read out 
his letter of resignation at the Special 
Church Meeting on 12 December, with 
three months notice indicating his and 
Jinny's conclusion in mid March. 



Events and Celebrations 
Quiz night antics @ Alleluyah cafe 
A gymnast is thrown up in the air, turns, does a double somersault, then 
dives clean through a basketball hoop. One of the classic video moments 
at the Crossroad quiz night held on Friday 21 November at the Alleluyah 
Cafe, St Kevin's Arcade, K-Road. Matt Ansley turned on a stellar 
performance as quizmaster, twisting our brains and tickling our funny 
bones. A n d the whole event was held at K-Road's trendiest cafe (in my 
book anyway). Crossroad people brought their friends and a good time 
was had by all. But it wasn't all fun and glamour - this was the next step 
in a developing outreach programme at Crossroad. During the evening 
participants were invited to fi l l in prayer cards and drop them a box on 
the way out so that we could pray for them - a great way of being able to 

care for people and gently introduce them to spiritual ideas. Watch this 
space for the next step! 

Womens Thanksgiving Dinner 

Being the first Thanksgiving Dinner hosted by the Tab, I didn't know what to expect other than we'd have turkey with 
all the trimmings. The speaker, Jeanette McClean, was the deciding factor for me as I wanted to hear a mother's tale 
of coping wi th the adversity of losing her son Tony, the 29-year old E l im School teacher who died in the Mangatepopo 
river tragedy. I was greeted at the door by warm smiles from Marjory Gibson and N i k k i MacGibbon. The stairway 
up to Level 3 and the dining tables were beautifully decorated to reflect an atmosphere of sophistication. The ladies 
were waited upon by two handsome waiters (Matt Ansley and Bruce Patrick) and were treated to a sumptuous 
dinner and dessert. The highlight was hearing Jeanette share from her heart what she had gone through and how 
she has coped since Tony's death. One thing she taught us is that we can still be thankful in our adversity though 
we may not understand the reasons for it. For through adversity God can bring about a bigger good. There is hope 
because God is in control. Through a time of interaction at our tables, we left the evening thinking of things for 
which we can be thankful. 

John Catmur and committee received 16 ideas on how to spend $500 
from sales of entertainment books. Two entries were selected and 
combined. First, leaflets were printed to distribute around the area 
advertizing the Christmas outreach services. Second, two sausage 
sizzles were funded for those who hold outdoor services and events 
on the church steps. Thanks to everyone who participated by making 
suggestions, and thanks to John Catmur for involving us in the 
positive exercise of giving away a little money to bless others. 
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